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Acrylic dip systems require the use of 
primer.
a.  True
b.  False

When you use an acrylic dip system, you 
must pick up a bead of liquid and powder 
with an acrylic brush to sculpt your nail.
a.  True
b.  False

How long will acrylic dip enhancements 
last?
a.  4 to 6 Months
b.  3 months
c.  2 to 3 weeks
d.  Up to a week
 
Acrylic dip systems have low odor.
a.  True
b.  False

How are acrylic dip system 
enhancements removed? 
a.  They must be filed off. 
b.  They are soaked off with acetone. 
c.   They can’t be removed without 

damaging the nail; they must be grown 
out.

d.   They can be removed immediately with 
acetone.
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Quick Quiz: 
Acrylic Dip Systems

Students need to know the difference between the different nail enhancements and understand 
their various components. Use this quiz to educate students about acrylic dip systems.

Acrylic dip systems consist of: (Circle all 
that apply.)
a.  Acrylic liquid
b.  Acrylic powder
c.  Brush-on resin
d.  Activator

Dipping systems offer nail flexibility 
similar to:
a.  Acrylics
b.  Gels
c.  Natural nails
d.  They offer no flexibility

All acrylic nail enhancements are 
pink-and-whites.
a.  True
b.  False 

Cyanoacrylates may harden faster using 
a catalyst or accelerator. What is the 
cyanoacrylate in an acrylic drip system?
a.  Acrylic powder
b.  Acrylic monomer
c.  Resin
d.  None of the above

What is the name of a chemical used to 
accelerate a reaction or increase 
chemical activity in another material?
a.  Activator
b.  Resin
c.  Covalent bond
d.  None of the above

1   6
7

8

9
10

2

3
4

5



©NAILS MAGAZINE    |    Nail School News    |    www.nailsmag.com

Answer Key:
1.  B, C, and D. Acrylic dip systems consist of a brush-on resin 

(cyanoacrylate glue that is structured to cure and harden 
when exposed to moisture), a very fine ground acrylic 
powder, and activator spray that dries the glue product. 

2.  B. Dipping systems offer nail flexibility similar to gels. The 
product is lighter in weight than traditional acrylics, so it 
feels more natural and causes less stress to the nail.

3.  B. Not all acrylic nail enhancements are pink-and-whites. 
Manufacturers add pigments to acrylic powder at usually 
less than 2% concentration to give techs a wide array of 
different colored acrylic powders. One example of a 
pigment, titanium dioxide (TiO2), allows the product to 
come in a variety of whites.

4.  C. The cyanoacrylate in an acrylic dip system is resin. 
The chemical reaction of resins-to-moisture is in contrast 
to acrylic products, which harden when the monomer 
interacts chemically with the powders or with gel products 
when the gel is exposed to UV light. This makes resins a 
quick and easy way to apply product to the natural nail. 
To make cyanoacrylate easier to handle, it is infused with 
other ingredients to make it more viscous and move like 
a gel. 

5.  A. The name of a chemical used to accelerate a reaction or 
increase chemical activity in another material is activator. 
As soon as the activator touches the acrylic powder, the 
catalyst in the liquid activates the initiator, and a chemical 
reaction begins the bonding and hardening process used 
to create acrylic enhancements. 
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6.  B. Acrylic dip systems do not require the use of primer. 
Primer is an acid-based product that helps the traditional 
acrylic bond to the nail. Acid-based products create more 
damage to the nail by slowly peeling or pitting the surface. 
Because there is no primer used in dip products, there is 
less damage to the nail.

7.  B. When you use an acrylic dip system, adhesive (usually 
cyanoacrylate) is applied to the natural nail or to an 
applied tip, and then the still-wet nail is dipped into an 
acrylic powder (polymer). The process is usually repeated 
two or three times to build up a strong artificial nail, which 
is then filed or buffed into shape, then shined.

8.  A. A set of dip system enhancements will last 4-6 months, 
while traditional acrylic lasts about 3 months. Because 
there is no primer used in the dip system the damage is 
less to the nail, and lifting and breaking is minimal. 

9.  A. Acrylic dip systems have low odor because they do not 
contain monomer.

10.  B. They are soaked off with acetone. Soaking in acetone 
will break down dried cyanoacrylate.

Click here to view a demo on acrylic dip systems.
http://www.nailsmag.com/video/95013/backscratchers-
extreme-system-demonstration


